USS HANK (DD-702) VOYAGES

12/03/49 through 08/01/52

By Jordan “Bud” Roy Mason SMC, deceased

[Transcribed by Gordon L. Howard ex-RDC USN]

This record of the voyages of the USS HANK DD-702 was provided from the personal hand written records of J. R. Mason SMC deceased, (by his brother-in-law, Gordon L. Howard) through his daughter Karen Ann Mason.

Saturday 3 December 1949.  Anchored Palermo Sicily.  Transferred to the USS Hank DD-702 from USS CANISTEO AO-99.

Wednesday 7 December 1949.  Underway for Augusta, Sicily, re-provisioning period.

Moored to buoy Augusta, Sicily in vicinity of (unreadable).

Monday 19 December 1949.  Got underway from Augusta, Sicily and proceeded to sea with USS BORIE, USS LIND, and USS ENGLISH en-route to Athens, Greece.

Wednesday 21 December 1949.  Moored, Med. Moor at Piraeus, Greece, harbor for Athens.

Saturday 31 December 1949.  Underway from Piraeus, Greece in company with DesRon 16, USS HANK, USS BORIE, USS LIND and USS ENGLISH (Flag) proceeding to Naples, Italy at 17 knots.

Monday 2 January 1950.  Came into Naples Harbor, Italy.

Tuesday 3 January 1950.  Got underway from Naples in company with 6th T. F. less the Shenandoah and USS WEEKS and HAYNESWORTH.  Three days fleet maneuvers en-route Algeria.  Arrived Algiers, Algeria with Des Moines and DesRon 16.

12 January 1950.  Got underway from Algiers for maneuvers with part of fleet.

14 January 1950.  Arrived Gibraltar.

17 January 1950.  Got underway from Gibraltar for the states.

26 June 1950.  Arrived Norfolk, VA.

2 March 1950.  Got underway from Norfolk for PORTEX.  March 8th, 9th, 10th, & 11th invasion of Vieques Island

23 March 1950.  Arrived Norfolk, VA.

12 May 1950.  Left Norfolk, VA for Key West, FL.

14 May 1950.  Arrived Key West for two weeks operating with Sonar School and submarines.

26 May 1950.  Left Key West, FL for Norfolk, VA.

28 May 1950.  Arrived Norfolk, VA.

[Note by Gordon Howard:  I was transferred from the USS YELLOWSTONE AD-27 to the USS Hank DD-702 during this time frame.  I remember the New London and Annapolis trip.]

July 1950.  New London, Conn.

July 1950.  Annapolis, MD.

July 1950.  Norfolk, VA.

6 September 1950.  Left Norfolk for Balboa, Panama.

10 September 1950.  Left Balboa for San Diego, CA.

Sunday 17 September 1950.  Arrived San Diego, CA.

Tuesday 19 September 1950.  Departed San Diego, CA enroute to Pearl Harbor, Hawaii.

24 September 1950.  Arrived Pearl Harbor.

27 September 1950.  Departed Pearl Harbor.

29 September 1950.  Arrived Midway Island.  Refueled, had a beer bust for the crew, and gave beer to gooney birds.

29 September 1950.  Departed Midway Island.

6 October 1950.  Arrived Yokosuka, Japan.

10 October 1950.  Departed for Southern Japan.

12 October 1950.  Sighted South Korea.

13 October 1950.  Korean area of Battle.

14 October 1950.  Korean area of Battle.

16 October 1950.  A few miles off Wonsan, North Korea.

17 October 1950.  Korean Battle area.

29 October 1950.  Attacking enemy troops and gun emplacements off Kojo Harbor, North Korea.

9 November 1950.  Shelling enemy tanks of Chongjin, North Korea.

16 November 1950.  En-route to Sasebo, Japan.

18 November 1950.  Arrived Sasebo, Japan.

26 November 1950.  Departed Sasebo, Japan.

28 November 1950.  Arrived Wonsan, North Korea.

30 November to 10 December 1950.  Bombarding and shelling enemy troops in Wonsan.

10 December 1950.  Departed Wonsan, North Korea.

10 December 1950.  Arrived Hungnam, North Korea, 30 miles north of Wonsan.

15 to 21 December 1950.  Shelling communist troop concentrations and strategic points in North Korea ports and vicinity of Chongjin and Songjin.

22 December 1950.  Arrived Hungnam, North Korea.

23, 24 December 1950.  Continued firing on enemy until all U. S. Forces evacuated and then headed for Sasebo, Japan.

25 December 1950.  Christmas Day.  Arrived Sasebo, Japan.

28 December 1950.  Departed Sasebo, Japan for battle area, Korea.

29 December 1950.  Patrolling Korean coast.  Shelling the enemy when ordered.

15 January 1951.  Pusan, South Korea.

15 January 1951.  Arrived Sasebo, Japan from Pusan at night.

17 January 1951.  Left Sasebo, Japan en-route to coast of North Korea.

19 through 24 January 1951.  East coast of Korea for firing missions.

24 January 1951.  Ordered to Inchon and Seoul to give support to Army and Marines with enemy bombardment.

25 January 1951.  Arrived off Inchon.  Started shelling enemy gun positions.

31 January 1951.  Underway to Sasebo, Japan for fuel and ammunition.

1 February 1951.  Arrived Sasebo, Japan.  Departed Sasebo en-route to Inchon and Seoul, Korea.

2 February 1951.  Arrived Inchon and Seoul to contact the enemy.  2 and 3 February, shelled enemy troops.  Daughter Diana born 28? or 29? February.  [It was actually 27 February.]
3 March 1951.  Underway for Chinampo 80 miles north of Inchon for bombardment.

4 March 1951.  Underway for Sasebo, Japan.

5 March 1951.  Arrived Sasebo, Japan.

13 March 1951.  Underway from Sasebo, Japan with carrier USS BATTAN for Korea Battle Area.

15 March 1951.  Plane guard for carrier USS BATTAN as her planes attacked Korea.

23 March 1951.  Ceased operations with USS BATTAN.  En-route to Wonsan, North Korea.

24 to 27 March 1951.  Bombardment of enemy at Wonsan.

28 March 1951.  Arrived Ongjin, North Korea for support of front line troops 60 miles south of Wonsan.

13 April 1951.  Arrived Sasebo, Japan.

21 April 1951.  Arrived Yokosuka, Japan.

30 April 1951  Departed Yokosuka, Japan for Korea with carrier USS BOXER.

2 through 9 May 1951.  Patrolling and plane guarding for the USS BOXER CV 21 as her planes attack communist on Korea battle ground.

9 May 1951.  En-route to Yokosuka, Japan and eventually Norfolk USA.

11 May 1951.  Arrived Yokosuka, Japan from Korea.

12 May 1951.  Departed Yokosuka, Japan for Midway Island.

17 May 1951.  Arrived Midway Island for fuel.  Departed for Hawaii.

19 May 1951.  Arrived Pearl Harbor, Hawaii.

21 May 1951.  Departed Pearl Harbor, Hawaii for San Diego, CA.

26 May 1951.  Arrived San Diego, CA.

28 May 1951.  Departed San Diego, CA for Panama.

4 June 1951.  Arrived Balboa, Canal Zone.

5 June 1951.  Departed Canal Zone.

6 June 1951.  Arrived and departed  Guantanamo Bay, Cuba.

9 June 1951,  Arrived Norfolk, VA – Home.

14 June 1951.  Norfolk Navy Yard for repair and overhaul.

22 October 1951.  Departed for Cuba.

25 October 1951.  Arrived Guantanamo Bay, Cuba for Shakedown and Inspections.

5 December 1951.  Left Guantanamo Bay, Cuba.

7 December 1951.  Bombardment of Culebra Island.

12 December 1951.  Arrived Norfolk, VA.

21 January 1952.  Departed Norfolk for MICOWEX –cold weather expedition to Greenland.

30 January 1952.  150 miles south of Cape Farewell, Greenland.

6 February 1952.  Arrived Halifax, Nova Scotia.

10 February 1952.  Departed Halifax, Nova Scotia for Norfolk, VA.

13 February 1952.  Arrived Norfolk, VA.  Conducted operations off the coast of VA.

9 June 1952.  Departed for operations with COMHUKLANT.  Arrived New York 18 June 1952.

21 June 1952.  Departed New York for Hunter Killer Exercises, then to Norfolk, VA.

1 August 1952.  Assigned to Washington for 2 years shore duty (MSTS).

